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PRESS RELEASE

Wooden handicrafts grows despite restriction on Sheesham
EPCH represents delisting of Sheesham wood from CITES

New Delhi - 30tk October, 2018 - Dalbergia Spp. has been enlisted in the Appendix-II of the
CITES in 2016 resulting in the issuance of CITES permit by Wild Life Crime Control Bureau |
WCCB | or comparable document in lieu of CITES permit i.e. Vriksh Shipment Certificate by EPCH
for exports of wooden handicrafts items made from Dalbergia sissoo & Dalbergia latifolia. The
issuance of certificates include establishing of the chain of custody and legality of the procured
wood by the exporters.

Shri Rakesh Kumar, Executive Director EPCH said, that the Council on its part has been regularly
taking up the issue of delisting of Dalbergia sissoo and Dalbergia latifolia from Appendix II of the
CITES so that the requirement of issuance of CITES permit or comparable document can be done
away with. The 18th meeting of Conference of Parties (CoP) of CITES is scheduled to be held in
Sri Lanka in 2019 and in order for the Sheesham wood to be delisted from Appendix-II of CITES,
a proposal is required to be forwarded by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) before 24th December 2018 to CITES. As per our internal assessment, Sheesham is
not an endangered species, however, the final report of non-detrimental finding is yet to be
released by MoEFCC.

Elaborating further, Shri Kumar, said, a High Level Meeting held on 29th October, 2018 under the
Chairmanship of the Additional Director General of Forests and CITES Management Authority,
India was attended by EPCH and other stakeholders including WCCB, Botanical Survey of India,
Ministry of Agriculture and others. The meeting was convened to discuss the findings of Non-
Detrimental Finding Study [NDF] submitted by Botanical Survey of India. The MoEFCC has
decided that on the basis of the findings of NDF study, a proposal will be submitted to CITES for
delisting of Dalbergia sissoo from Appendix II of CITES.

Shri O P Prahladka, Chairman EPCH said, “VRIKSH has paved way for wooden handicrafts to
become compliant with international trade regulations and helped the exporters in expediting
exports in a time bound manner. He further said, placing of Sheesham and Rose Wood in
Appendix II almost jeopardized the exports of wooden handicrafts from the country, however,
EPCH with its proactive strategy has been able to ensure that the exports of wooden products of
these two species are being made without any hindrance.”

The exports of wooden handicrafts have registered a growth of 8.97% during the year 2017-18
with Rs. 4267.37 crores, however, during the first six months of 2018-19 [April — Sept.] exports of
wooden handicrafts have registered a growth of 33.47% and stands at Rs. 2619 crores. It has been
observed that there has been a shift in wood species from Sheesham to other compatible
species like acacia and mango by artisans and exporters for production of wooden
handicrafts thereby registering the exports growth in woodware segment.

For more information, please contact :
Shri Rakesh Kumar- ED — EPCH - +91-9818272171
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efierer 9x wfaeut & arasg wrvs Rrew & foata & sead
sy A g @ ofeer FY gt F fav sfideT IR

TS fGoel- 30 3/Fgay, 2018 - AT 2016 #F soforar Teler H AscH (WIMEESTH) & UfSH -11 & 3rer =
AT, TR Iog W Soidfordr f{Ar g soaforar dfewifor & s 3curel & @I & AU ases A% HIEH e
S (SsegEEd) & TEeH AT A7 g8 TAGET JAOGE, o ShddeT & gar Riwdie aféfhee, o aras
g . @y & @ftfrde I8 A gad RTaH gaRT T S S DI duar gAfRad wem o SR g

38 IR # gEaflen i wate aRwe (ST & FRER e A T FAR &7 Fea ¢ & soaforar f&ar
3R soeforar AdfeHfoar & Tseqg § RAC -1I ¥ §ET W & v 9Rve & FAT-9799 W 99 e § aife
ST 3curel & AT 7 AecH A AT FAFE TAONT A H JAIEAT § a9 I k. g garm A
2019 # el & TSeH & FlehIF 3B Uil (CoP) F o gt arely & 3T oMo &+ Fged & R -1 &
gl & T 9TER0T, O Ud STelary aRdade HFrerd H 24 GHSY 2018 & gl HISCH I 3H HAY H TH GEAE
Holel I ST §. FAR 3R 3MTholel & HTlash M TRk & 98t Tl =Ag1 8, grefifeh 386 HHT H qATeor &
gl AT garT AF-fefcHed BRfET RU [TFSIuw] 3 Sy &delr s .

A HAR & I TAT T 29 HeFgaX T BREC T TgeH Holordie YRS, 531 & faRerd #@grfage (Additional
DG) & L&A H Teh ITaeclIT Jo& g$. 30 dos # shiva 3R ssog@eld, sl wd 30w sf3ar, sy
HAOT SR 37T Kholesy o Al . 50 Y55 & Sicfadmea T 306 $RAT garT FIR Al-RBRdee wefEn w&dr
(TTETh) 9T = Y aS. 3§ T & IMYUR 9 GATIROT g o] HATGT o Soiaiordl QAT & Grged & - WA I &
g & aR H TP 9Tdrd 9 Flal T Aoy form &,

ST & TRAF A1 3N O GgelTeant A Fgl § & JaT FEHH o HARCAT 6 3cUEl . HAWSET AR fAgaAt
& HdS g § 3R AT W AAa & # saa @Fiaet f Aeg o @ 8 3egia M Fer R ehes 3R
TGS T WIHE 11 7 AT ¥ F gofoh AT 3 haeT g3 &, groifer ST o 30=h WEhfS & T8 7%
gARad far § & g7 et gonfadl & & 3curel & Al 18 amer & 3cqeT g i

Trer 2017-18 & SRIT &I gEaIed & AT & 8.97 HIHST Fir FeIaly STl FT Al § ST & 4267.37 s
TIT TGI. 2018-19 & Ugel BF HEIel & aRIeT Foioh fAATcT # 33.47 BT & gef® g5 3R Jg 2619 FI3 TUT &
1. I8 @ 1 ¢ F Riewsdrt 3 Fias o e & wue W gl yonfaal Sl Acaciad@ Mango ddT 30
$ el &) & afr & Red & FaTta & sead & s a.
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