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PRESS RELEASE

JOINT MEETING OF BOARD OF TRADE AND COUNCIL FOR TRADE DEVELOPMENT AND
PROMOTION

EPCH PRESENTED CONCERNS OF THE HANDICRAFTS SECTOR TO HON’LE UNION
MINISTER FOR COMMERCE & INDUSTRY AND RAILWAYS SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL

New Delhi - 6" June, 2019 - Govt. of India, Ministry of Commerce & Industry and
Directorate of Foreign Trade convened a meeting to discuss various issues related to promotion of
exports and domestic manufacturing on 6t June, 2019 at New Delhi.

Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce & Industry Shri Piyush Goyal chaired the meeting alongwith
Shri Hardeep Singh Puri and Shri Som Prakash, Hon’ble Union Ministers of State for Commerce
& Industry. Senior officials such as Secretary Commerce, Dr. Anup Wadhawan, Shri Amitabh
Kant, CEO, Niti Aayog, Secretary Revenue Shri Ajay Bhushan Pandey, Shri Alok Vardhan
Chaturvedi, Director General of Foreign Trade and other senior officers of various Government
departments were present during the meeting.

Major industry representatives from CII, FICCI, ASSOCHEM, Exim Banks, ECGC, Chairmen of
EPCs were also present informed Shri Rakesh Kumar, Director General — EPCH.

While speaking during meeting, the Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce & Industry emphasised
that for achieving high jump in exports, State Government and Central Government should make
joint efforts . The agenda of the Government is “Sab Ka Saath Sabka Vikas”. CIM stressed that
State level export strategy should be prepared and meeting of Export Commissioners alongwith
Central Government officers should be held periodically to address the issues pertaining to export.

The Hon’ble Minister further suggested to identify the products and markets for export so that a
special status for a policy may be prepared. CIM also proposed to provide export credit in foreign
currency through banks.

Shri Ravi K. Passi, Chairman presented the concerns of the Handicrafts sector.

The issues presented to the Commerce Minister included enhancement in allocation of fund under
MAI scheme based on export performance, reimbursement of airfare and hotel accommodation to
the buyers from major and developed countries should also be brought under the MAI guidelines
rather than markets only from LAC, CIS, Africa and South East Asian countries, Rebate of State
and Central Taxes and Levies scheme which is available for textiles exporters should also be given
to handicrafts exporters to compensate the duty drawback rates which have been reduced due to
GST, concessional rate of interest at 3% should also be considered in addition to present interest
subvention, sale to foreign tourist should be considered as deemed export, the start-ups may be
given support in terms of marketing, identification of new and emerging markets by allocating a
separate fund to give boost to new generation, a strategy should be prepared to take advantage of
US-China trade war and as handicrafts sector is a large employment provider to skilled and
unskilled in the country and every less foreign exchange is used in the manufacturing process,
Handicrafts sector should be given special consideration for technology support and design
innovation said Shri Ravi K Passi, Chairman — EPCH. Shri O.P. Prahladka, former Chairman —
EPCH was also present during the Board of Trade meeting.
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Shri Kumar, DG- EPCH informed that EPCH have also requested the Commerce Minister for
formation of an empowered Senior Decision Making Group comprising the representatives from
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Textiles, DGFT and Customs to
resolve the day-to-day issues pertaining to Handicrafts Sector.

The exports of handicrafts sector during 2018-19 is estimated to be Rs. 26590.25 crores and USD
3803.55 million registering a growth of 15.46% (Rupee term) and 6.44% (dollar term) over the
same period last year.

Shri Ravi K. Passi after the meeting informed that Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce & Industry
is very positive to support the export sector.

For more information, please contact :

Shri RAKESH KUMAR- DG-EPCH - +91-9818272171

Copyright 2018 - Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. All Rights Reserved.



9 fosfa
IR IS U5 YR 135719 TG GiedleT GRYE &1 15 3%

sUfiTe 7 iU Saer 31 Riarei | S arforsy, I va ¥a w:ft ar=-1g
oft drqw TTRrer &1 SraTTd BRI

T3 faeai- 6 9 - 75 facet & aifosy Td IENT HAed, YR WHR 3R fIe ImuR fAezmag &
Jaay™E & 6 5, 2019 &I 718 e # fHafa Mg Sik TR IdTeH & d1dT ¢4  9s fawdl
TS S6& I Bl T3

H1g aforeg Td ST HEt A o Uiy Miad = 98@ & sfeedn § SEifd 59 98® H g
qIforsT wd I ISy wA A off g Rig I oIk off 9 e SufRid X3 | arforsa gfed Y. 3™
gyTad, =i AT & Wil ot IfFary Hid, Ioiea A &t 3o YWUT uis, AR [dex SR
st aTdi ae agdat iR o aRT WBRY HRAGRT +ft 37 g3& H Ao A

SURNTE & HelFewd St UG FHR A gar fs dremsais, fhad!, TaaH, T 36, SR &
yfaffeat ek fRAftre fafa dad= uRuel & 9avas &) IufRufa +ff 9@ # &1

I3% B! TEIT R §U B9 aIfored Ud InT HAt Heiey A fafd # St gfe g1t & & forg
F% WHR R T WBRT & TR R A1 TN fhT IH R SR fean| IgiA &al & <Taawt ary
TGP fABRy WHR &1 gd 7 g1 H=id 13 7 o Wiy fafa Hifedt & fFafor 3t srazadar
ad Bt 3R el fob Fafd ¥ I qef & gy & foe fafd smgedl & I9-99g R g WBR
& SMfIRTT & T dodh TSI BT S AT

= A8ieg A Ide! 3R IRl &I faftd & &1 sRexd o 913 dIfs 7! &aH & T9d gu fav
it FS S b | H<i1g Tt A 39 SR Sdbl & Areqd ¥ fad=h ga1 § vaquid Hise Iuasy ey
S &1 YT gaira faan

SURNTE & 9g9a- ot 39 &, URft 3 gSthTucy Jaex & fKidrel iR uemr sraml ot arft 3 s fe
qIforsg W & wHef fFaid UeRM & YR R Hidhe TRy 3MRAIRT (THTSMS) TiH H 1he 3fided |
JeIarl, dfesT emfkepT Ud BRiqars axil, Hemeuy (&4l T9) & &= &R, 3MpId! R afao-ud
TR A= & AT HEdqul Ud fawia <= § o ard WiieaRy Bl off THUSE WhiH & Sfard
gicd PRIy Td gaTs I R & GRUr, SHUed! & HRUT SICT Sldd I¢d | 315 HH &I WU
A & AU eStpiey Fafas! & o Txiersd fHafae! & THM T T B o1 Td adiel § ge
D! UG BT Y G, Iaa H AR AT

2

e & SHfARad T @ 3 Ui &1 Rt @) R GaR &4, fag=ht wies! o fowt ot Frafa
™ T, WIE-3M B ATD I, T 3R THTGTRIE &5 & S B & Ay e B & [Ty
I UicTfed A, SMR®T-dH & dta R} arforfodes ufaeauf &1 ary oM & forg i TR &
W off 79 B 75| URf 7 H5T1 & SSIhTiey &F <X $HRA T AP AR YaH H alell S8
RASAIR VeTdl &3 § 3R galhuey Idre uishar & faesht gar iR AiRdl &7 819 & $R 9 &3 &

Copyright 2018 - Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. All Rights Reserved.



-] JeanT 3R f&omom FaaR & fo faviy thaargH fear s =nfeu| Suiiiea & yd <= off
3.1t UgdresT 1t 39 AR W HiNg

SUNITTT & ARIFGRI® ol $HAR - Hel fh SURNTD 3 d-ard anfored 3t ¥ a1fored Td IenT HaTed,
fod Hae, TRTeTRW HATay, Siouwd! iR Sew & ufafferdt & nfid #d gu U YR urd
ity fifd FuRe T8 &1 Tod & &1 3Ry off foran 31

I g fb 9 2018-19 H BSIpTucy Vaex &1 (afd sgH~d ®0 ¥ @R gaT § 1d 9 &1
I | 15.46 UfARd & gfa & 1Y 26590.25 FHRIS FUT 3R SIeR A 6.44 UfARd & gfa & A1y
3803.55 fHferH guy Sier @1 &1

93% & 91 &t AT P, urdt 3 garn e Fafd 87 o 7ee & e F=<a aforsy Ta I w5t Aeiey

P T HTh] YPRIAHD o 38T g

3P THBHRI & L T B
ot B HAR SIoN-3UEITD- +91-9818272171

Copyright 2018 - Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. All Rights Reserved.



SHRI RAVI K. PASSI, CHAIRMAN — EPCH REPRESENTING THE ISSUES OF THE
HANDICRAFTS SECTOR IN THE JOINT MEETING OF BOARD OF TRADE AND COUNCIL FOR
TRADE DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION
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SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL, HON'BLE UNION MINISTER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY AND
RAILWAYS ADDRESSING THE STALWARTS OF THE INDUSTRY DURING THE MEETING
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