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PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA REPRESENTS DELISTING OF
SHEESHAM WOOD AT CoP 18, CITES AT GENEVA

MoEFCC strongly takes up India’s case
EPCH organises Panel discussion to highlight issue in CITES conference
Tree safe-artisan livelihood endangered- says DG, EPCH

Geneva — 20™ August, 2019 - Dalbergia genus (all species- around 200 including sheesham
and rosewood) has been enlisted in the Appendix-Il of the CITES in 2016 resulting in the
issuance of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) permit by Wild Life Crime Control Bureau [ WCCB ] or comparable document in lieu of
CITES permit i.e. Vriksh Shipment Certificate by EPCH for exports of wooden handicrafts items
made from Dalbergia sissoo & Dalbergia latifolia. The issuance of certificates include
establishing of the chain of custody and legality of the procured wood by the exporters.

Shri Rakesh Kumar, Director General EPCH said, “the 18" meeting of Conference of Parties
(CoP) of CITES is under way in Geneva which began on the 17" August 2019 and will continue
till 28™ August, 2019. Based on Non Detrimental Finding (NDF) study carried out by Botanical
Survey of India, Dalbergia sissoo does not fall into any threatened category and is available in
abundance both in wild and cultivated populations and on the basis of these findings of NDF
study, a proposal has been submitted by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), Government of India to CITES for delisting of Dalbergia sissoo from Appendix Il of
CITES”.

In order to create awareness amongst opinion makers, Forester’s, diplomats, delegates
attending the CoP 18, press and other stakeholders, a Panel discussion was organized on
“Dalbergia sissoo - Trees for Life and livelihood” on 18™ August 2019 on the side lines of CoP18.
The panellists included Shri Siddhant Das, Director General of Forests, MoEFCC, Mr
Manmohan Singh Negi Additional Director General (Wild Life), MoEFCC, Mr Rakesh Kumar,
Director General, Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts, Shri Anil K Singh, Ex-PCCF, CEO
GIPL India and Mr. Florian Fackler, Director, Holz Leute, Germany. Over 50 participants from
various countries attended the meeting with representatives from United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), CITES, signatory countries such as Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Nigeria, Bolivia, Italy, UK, USA. Mr. Arun Kumar Yadayv,
Director, O/o Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles and Mr. Bashir
Ahmed, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of India (Geneva) also attended the meeting.
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The proposal moved to delist one of the species under Dalbergia genus i.e Dalbergia sissoo
(Sheesham) in the interest of the artisans and farmers of the sub-continent along with Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh. Yesterday after side event some countries like Tanzania and other
African countries agreed to support India. DG forest and team are upbeat with the event and
strategy. The proposal will be deliberated in coming days and will be put to vote amongst the
parties.

The efforts of the Council are also substantiated by the fact that the exports of wooden

handicrafts have registered a growth of 27.13% during the year 2018-19 with Rs. 5424.91

crores, however, during the first 4 months of 2019-20 [April — July] exports of wooden
handicrafts have registered a growth of 1.27% and stands at Rs. 1680.69 crores.

For more information, please contact :

Ms. Sunita Anand, 98108 59909(m)

Email-ro.epch@epch.com

For more details please refer to the following-
1. Power point presentation on Dalbergia sissoo, Trees for life and livelihood, presented
as India’s point of view.
2. Photographs of the event
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9w faafca

SAar # drse H1 184t o & R e i nfEaw-1l @

M FI g FT HRA A @I TE&AE
UITEROT HATIT o ATl & 3O AN &l HATHT
Hed W fAAY SR ¢t & TIT A1se T doch H ST o YoTol fSEnereT Sarm
SHEITT & el A el- U & §U/d § Tk H § HRERT AT HTSA e

Sieial 20379 2019- SASTIdT Siierd (Fefy gairfardr- eferT 3R Aeigs AT Fie
200) FF 2016 & @sc &I 34sFa-Il (IRMASe-1) 7 3101 fgar =7 SFaer aog &
soleforar f8Ar A7 Sedfordr ifdwhifedl & & 3cTal o ARSI eaaR & forw
diges oSt ISH shelel IV (Ssegdrdel) & NI #5e WiATC AT THh HHbET
YA 99, S14- sUETT & gaf Rode icfthehe o 3aeas g . 58 WA
& fov SaTael & @i 715 d@sr i F5 TRT W Feear 3R 3THr Jgar
aifed T 93T &

SUIvT & Hgliolareh A1 TheT FAR o Fgl, “SoAar & @ H 1847 o 17
3PTE 2019 Y Y& g3 3R g 28 3TEd 2019 T SIRT QM. SiefaAshel @ 30
ST & fohu 10 ST Sgiea MY & HAATSS Soatorar T T off @y v Aol
A AET AT & 3R HRT # Tg STl Td Wl H Tgddd H 30T §; Sl [Tsehsi
% MUR W HRA WHR & FA-JAaROT Ud Sfarg IRadel HAeT o ASC &
gRTASe-Il & Sadtorar AT &l gelel & 9&did 9er fhar §.

NfETT AT, g IR, TSRS, FERdd & 997 o § gy, 99
AR 37T Whglesd & T SAETHRT & AT 18 3Wd 2019 &t d56 & kI
‘Sodforar- {Ar & BR d8h Vs dgecligs” W Teh Uelol SR T Aol
forar ara,

38 U A HRA AIHR & ol-UATaR0T Td SToldrg IRacde] HATT & def HTG 2
A TS g, #RA TIHR & FoT-9ATRVT Ua STordryg GRaced HAed #H iR
ol Agifaees Y #Aadga ¥ a9, geaficy A3Ta gavsr 9Rve & #Agifacess
A A FAR, Id NEATS vd SAHESHTT & A3 A AT & g 3R =
glool ogC & fcere A FellRTT BreheR o 1T feoram.
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e ASE TATERUT HIIhA (FUASH), HSE, & ANl 2 S #AuTel, e,
TG, ATeIehl, TSAIAT, ATSSIRAT, STldAT, Scall, foed, AT AT 50 a2
o &Y sgH HreT foram.

Yy g1 gEAIeT [deh gFd SR, a8 HAe & s A1 3007 $AR,
Sietar Ud 9Rd & TR A & B Aol 92X 318G & Y 57 doh # HM9T
feram.

SATTSAT ST o Solaiorar arar (2ferd) Fr gl FI Jg IEdd IUHGIGAT & AT
Y AUl ${eTe AR SEee & HRIFRT AR fhamEt & fd & o §. 59 3mate
& dTe dollferdl 3R $o T 0hIhr G2 o AR T FHYT el Pl oA AT
HEATT STars g, 3ol o 3R g &3 3 3 3R 30es a1 WEd |
3cAIgd &. 3 arol Al 7 38 UFdld W odT & AT 3R geTdRi & & 38
aiféer & forw I@r e,

qRYe & SarEr 1 gfte 3@ a2y 4 o gich ¢ o g&dffieq & faaTd & a¥ 2018-
19 & SRTeT 5424.91 #US TIT & @Y 27.13% HT Jef&r g5 §. greiifeh 2019-20
% gel IR Al (3HCI-S[ellS) & EGRIeT HhISS (TohsT) &fIedl & fdid 1.27%
dr gef & TY 1680.69 FUS T4 W ST YT &.

faEqa Seei & fav due &+
MS. getar 3mree, 9810859909(HIaTSe)
Email-ro.epch@epch.com

3R 3 foega SRt & v &d-
1. sodiorar fdT, & BR o8t Ues dTgcegs W Ul Uise Yol
2. 3RS &7 aEan.
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Trees Safe =
Artisans Livelinood En_ﬂan_ge'wd
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[ From R to L] - Shri Siddhant Das, D

irector General of Participants appreciating the display of Dalbergia sissoo
Forests, MOEFCC, Mr Rakesh Kumar Director General, wooden handicrafts on display at the event.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts and Mr

Manmohan Singh Negi Additional Director General (Wild

Life), MoEFCC

__

From[ R to L] - Mr Rakesh Kumar Director General, Mr Manmohan Singh Negi Additional Director General
Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts, Mr. Siddhant (Wild Life), MOEFCC , Mr. Siddhant Das, Director General
Das, Director General of Forests, MoEFCC, and Mr of Forests, MOEFCC , Mr Rakesh Kumar Director General,
Manmohan Singh Negi Additional Director General (Wild Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts and
Life), MoEFCC addressing the gathering Representative of Nepal supporting India’s stand and is
joint party for movement of proposal
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A view of the participants in
EPCH.
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the side event organised by
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Full delegation (left to right) Mr Manmohan Singh Negi
Additional Director General (Wild Life), MOEFCC , Mr. Anil
K Singh, Ex-PCCF, Mr. Sachin Raj Jain, MD, GIPL India, Mr.
Florian Fackler, Director, Holz-Leute, Germany, Mr.
Siddhant Das, Director General of Forests, MOEFCC , Mr
Rakesh Kumar Director General, Export Promotion Council
for Handicrafts, Arun Yadav, Director (O/o DCH), Mr Bashir
Ahmed First Secretary, Permanent Mission of India ,
Geneva and Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Joint Director, EPCH,
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