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INAUGURATION OF TRAINING PROGRAMMES OF INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT & PROMOTION OF HANDICRAFT IN HIMACHAL
PRADESH

NEW DELHI - 27th January’2021 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts
(EPCH) is working for backward linkage i.e. design support to the handicraft sector and
forward linkage i.e. marketing support over three decades. In view of above, Govt. of
Himachal Pradesh invited EPCH to provide training to the artisans for design development
of handicrafts in Himachal Pradesh.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH informed that the Council is organizing 50
days technical and design training camp in Himachal Pradesh for major crafts like Kullu
Shawl as art wear, Kinnaur Shawl as Art wear, Hand Embroidery, Chamba Rumal,
Applique Craft, Bamboo Craft, Metal Craft and Wooden Craft etc. to the local artisans and
craftpersons.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH informed that today
the Council inaugurated an Integrated Development & Promotion of Handicraft” (IDPH)
Project in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh for Promotion and Development of Handicrafts in 07
districts of Himachal Pradesh with an objective to develop the key handicraft clusters of
Himachal Pradesh State as a preferred global sourcing destination for a diversified range
of high quality and exquisite handcrafted products of Himachal Pradesh.

Dr. Kumar informed that 25 Handicraft Technical Training Programs have been started
physically in 07 districts - Kullu, Mandi, Kinnour, Kangra, Hamirpur, Chamba and
Bilaspur districts of Himachal Pradesh. The Director of Industries, Shri. H R Sharma,
IAS, Shri Ravi K Passi, Chairman-EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General, EPCH, Shri
R K Verma, Executive Director, EPCH and other members of EPCH NR committee were
present during above inauguration through virtual mode and connected with the training
Centres along with General Manager(s) of above District Industries Centres.

Dr. Kumar informed that the above project is being implemented with the financial
assistance of Office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) through Directorate of
Industries, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh. The project would include 25 Handicraft Technical
Training Program, 12 Design Workshops, setting up of 06 Producer Groups Companies,
Base Line Survey of 12000 artisans.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Ravi Passi, Chairman-EPCH informed that the Directorate
Industries, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh has appointed Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH) as a Project Management and Technical Advisor for the project to
assist in design development and promotion of Himachal Pradesh Crafts.

The Handicrafts exports during the year 2019-20 was Rs. 25,270.14 crores and during
1st nine months i.e April-December’2020-21 is Rs. 16940.98 Crores and USD 2268.58
Million informed by Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General — EPCH.
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For more information, please contact:
Dr. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL - EPCH - +91-9818272171
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- Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General, EPCH addressing the gathering on the occasion of
inauguration of Integrated Development & Promotion of Handicraft” (IDPH) Project in
Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, also seen Director of Industries, Shri. H R Sharma, IAS, Shri
Ravi K Passi, Chairman-EPCH
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Artisans during Integrated Development & Promotion of Handicréf ” (IDPH) Project
Training Camp in Bilaspur Dist., Himachal Pradesh
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