EPCH PRESS RELEASE

EPCH ORGANIZED AWARENESS WEBINAR ON 'TREND
FORECAST - KEY DIRECTIONS - LIFESTYLE: SPRING/SUMMER
2022 HOME DECOR, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, LAMP LIGHTING
FOR MEMBER EXPORTERS ON ZOOM PLATFORM

NEW DELHI - 12th February’2021 - The Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH) today organized an awareness webinar virtually on "Trend
Forecast — Key Directions - Lifestyle: Spring/Summer 2022 Home décor,
Garden accessories, lamp lighting (utility items in all possible materials,
finishes, textures)”. Shri Ravi K Passi, Chairman-EPCH, Mr. Raj Kumar
Malhotra, Vice-Chairman-EPCH, Mr. Rajesh Jain, COA Member-EPCH and
leading large number of member exporters’ alongwith Ms. Urvashi Gupta,
Account Manager of WGSN for South Asia Region as a “Key Faculty” of the
Webinar and Ms. Nishtha Duseja of WGSN were present in the above
awareness webinar session. Ms. Urvashi Gupta shared his vast experience in
the field of international trend and forecast, said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director
General-EPCH.

Ms. Urvashi Gupta informed WGSN is constantly monitoring the signals of
change that impacts consumer’s behavior. Ms. Gupta informed that the WGSN
experts connect the dots to accurately predict the products, experiences and
services people will need in years to come, helping brands stay relevant and
secure their place in the future, said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-
EPCH.

Ms. Urvashi Gupta of WGSN further informed the participants that the
pandemic has escalated many of WGSN's forecasts, as wellbeing, comfort,
protection and community become amplified consumer priorities. It has
changed our future with great societal and economic consequences and has
become the catalyst for seismic change across all industries, particularly in the
areas of lifestyle and interiors. She informed the participants that our lives will
continue to revolve around the home economy for the foreseeable future, and
everything we do at home will see a dramatic acceleration. Resource scarcity
will result in design re-solutions that focus on regenerative fibers, waste
management, circular systems, and supply chains that are both ethical and
transparent, said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH.



Ms Gupta adding further said the participants at a grassroots level, the rise of
homesteading will also see a revival of self-sufficient thrift and a stronger
appreciation of locally made artisanal crafts. She informed the likely impact on
Spring/Summer 2022 is that consumers will be more cautious, home-wear and
interiors will be a bigger focus, and there will be more demand for designs that
bring a sense of comfort and joy.

The Handicrafts exports during the year 2019-20 was Rs. 25,270.14 crores and
during 1st nine months i.e April-December’2020-21 is Rs. 16940.98 Crores and
USD 2268.58 Million informed by Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General —
EPCH.

For more information, please contact :
Dr. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL - EPCH - +91-9818272171
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